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FUND APPLICATION 
AND SPONSORSHIP REQUEST PROFILE 

Season 2015 /2016 
 
Contact Details 



 
Tel: 083 397 3701 (Please leave a message during work hours so that I can call you back) 
Alternatively call -  Liz McGaffin 083 420 9086 
   Nicky Morgan 0825195191 
 
Email:  grahampaull7@gmail.com 

 Alternatively email -  Liz McGaffin 0834209086@mymtnmail.co.za 
   Nicky Morgan nicky@coredynamix.co.za 
 
Facebook page: Graham Paull Para-canoeist 
https://www.facebook.com/GrahamPaullPaddling?ref=profile 
 

Objective 

 
To secure funding, endorsements and sponsorship for the 2015 – 2016 paddling season, inclusive 
of training, international competitions such as the World cup and World Championships and (after 
qualifying), the 2016 Rio Olympics. 
 

Brief history  
 

I am 28 years old and I have been a paraplegic for two and a half years. I was educated at Pretoria 
Boys High School and matriculated in 2005. Post School I spent two years at the Sharks Rugby 
Academy in Natal and received my diploma is Aquaculture through the University of Stellenbosch 
in 2010. In 2011 I started my own Trout grow out farm with the plan to produce trout for the food 
market. I continued to play club rugby and I was selected to play for the Limpopo Bulls in the 
Vodacom Cup in 2013.  
 
However at the end of January 2013 I contracted a virus in my spinal cord called Transverse 
Myelitis, which left me completely paralyzed from the hips down. As it is a rare virus which is 
different in nearly every case, doctors were not able to give me much of a prognosis except just 
wait and see what happens. I spent the next 4 month between different hospitals and eventually 
in a spinal rehabilitation centre where I learnt to deal with my new life. 
 
In 2014 I relocated to Gauteng and I am currently employed by Bearing Man Group. In 2014 I was 
introduced to the world of Canoeing. After winning both Gauteng and South African Champs in my 
category I was selected to represent South Africa at the World Cup in May 2015 which was my first 
international event, where I placed 6th in the semi finals. I then went on to compete at the World 
Chapionships in August 2015, where I placed 2nd in my heat, 2nd in the semi final and 5th in the final, 
with a new personal best time of 53.7 seconds. 
 
Attached please find two articles to substantiate this (and refer to my facebook page, where you 
will find further articles and interviews). I have been able to secure the funding to this point, 
though five main sponsors Longship Trading, Bulk machine handling, Bearing Man Group, Joekels 
tea and iconnect. 
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     20 August 2015 
 

South African Sports Confederation and Olympic Committee 
(Johannesburg)  

South Africa: Paull Powers Into Country's Team's First Final At World 
Championships 

PRESS RELEASE 

By Mark Etheridge 

Para-paddler Graham Paull set up the first medal chance for South Africa at the ICF 
Canoe Sprint World Championships in Milan, Italy on Wednesday. 

One of three para-paddlers in the 12-strong SA squad, Paull was in action over 200 
metres in the KL1 men's division. 

He went off in the third of three heats and took second spot in 57.831 seconds behind 
Brazil's Luis C.Cardosa (56.066). 

That saw him through to the semi-final later in the day where he again ended up second in 
a quicker time of 54.369sec as China's Xiaowei Yu won in 54.572. The Haenertsburg 
paddler is now through to Thursday's final with the second fastest qualifying times from the 
semis. 

South Africa's other two para-paddlers were unable to get through to their respective finals 
in day one action. 

Jono Wing was sixth in heat three of the KL3 men with a time of 48.611 as Russia's Leonid 
Krylov won in 42.274. But the Hilton College pupil was unable to build on that performance 
as he ended eighth in 46.875 and failed to go through to the final. 

 
 

http://www.sascoc.co.za/category/media-releases/
http://www.sascoc.co.za/category/media-releases/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Way Forward 

 
Due to the nature of the Para-Canoe classification structure, I am currently under “review”, I will 
need to go through the classification process for a third time before my status becomes official. 
This means that although I received an Olympic qualify place at the World Championships, this will 
not be confirmed until my third classification. The up and coming events where I could complete 
this process are below.  
 

 Indonesia Championships November 2015 (possible classification race)  

 Africa Games February 2016 (possible classification race) 

 Gauteng Championships March 2016 

 South African Championships April 2016 

 World Cup May 2016 (possible classification race) 

 Para Olympics September 2016 
 
However I can only follow this course if I secure funding that I require as unfortunately, the South 
African canoe association does not have the funds required to assist all of the countries paddlers. 
 
With training, kit, equipment, supplements, travel and accommodation, I will be requiring an 
approximate figure of R250 000 for the 2015 – 2016 season. I am appealing to all business or fund 
organisations to please assist me with this. As far as exposure for your company I would be able to 
offer this through branding on either my boat, paddle or clothing which we could discuss at a later 
stage. I do not expect one company to supply the full funding for the season and any contributions 
will be most appreciated. 
 
As my time is very tight between work and training, Liz McGaffin and Nicky Morgan will be 
assisting me with this function. Please do not hesitate to contact one of us should you require 
further information. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this.  
Graham Paull 
 
 


